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Athletics:               
The Varsity Track Team went to Mendon on Friday and 

performed well at the John Green Memorial invitational.  They 

then had to loosen themselves back up and went to Comstock 

on Monday for another great invitational with great 

competition.  This is exactly what the Rangers needed heading 

into the Regional meet on Friday.  The team is performing well 

and we are hoping for the best at regionals. 

The Middle School track team finished up a great season at 

Hartford on Tuesday.  All across the line up we had athletes 

finishing in the top 3.  It was a great effort by our middle school 

thin clads.  The season is over for the middle school athletes but 

the future is very bright for these hard working athletes. 

The softball team played Brandywine on Wednesday evening and lost two games.  It came down to two 

bad innings but the Rangers kept their heads up.  Coach is happy with where they are right now heading 

into districts.  They have another game scheduled for May 24, which is a make-up game against 

Marcellus. 

The baseball team had their game cancelled on Wednesday because the opposing team could not get 

any officials.  This is a tough time in the year to find officials so unfortunately we didn’t get to play.  The 

baseball team plays Buchanan on May 28th at Buchanan.  This should be a great game and really get us 

thinking about districts. 

And finally the Golf team continued its dominance in the conference. The golf team competed at home 

on Thursday and came away victorious.  The golf team is CONFERENCE CHAMPS for the first time since 

1994.  The golf team is on a roll and are looking to make a splash at the regional tournament on June 1.  

Keep up the good work! 

With the seasons winding down it is still important to remember that sportsmanship never goes out of 

style and win, lose or draw. Rangers always show class.   

 

#RangerStrong 
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Cassopolis High School  

 

Top 10 Seniors:  

 

On April 29th, the “Top 10 Seniors” were celebrated with a commemorative picture, as well as an 

interview with The Leader.  

 

 

Pictured above: (sitting) L to R: Otto Reick IV, Robert Ward, Cacy May, and Tristan Westrate 

Back row: Caitlyn Steensma, Taylor Herwick, Grace Silverthorn, Addison Ward, Abbiegail Souers 
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Top 5 – Honor Luncheon 

 

On Wednesday, May 12th, our “Top 5” graduating seniors were honored at the Southwest-10 conference 

luncheon at the VFW in Decatur. Gabriella Rowan, Taylor Herwick, Otto Reick IV, Tristan Westrate, and 

Cacy May, attended the luncheon with Ms. Manno (Principal) and Mrs. Gorham-Pflug (Assistant 

Principal).  Honorees and principals were welcomed with lunch provided by the ladies of the VFW, 

followed by the Mr. McLouth, the Decatur High School principal, opening the ceremony.   

Each “Top 5” student was issued an award and recognized amongst their peers and administrators. The 

event was streamed and recorded, courtesy of Decatur Public Schools. Overall, our students had a good 

time and were recognized for all their hard work over the course of their high school careers.  

 

 

 

 

 

(Pictured L to R: Cacy May, Taylor 

Herwick, Otto Reick IV, Gabriella 

Rowan, and Tristan Westrate)  
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Seniors:  

Thursday, May 27th  (last in-person day) 

-Project Graduation is hosting a luncheon for them at Don Horne Park from 12-2:30pm. 

-High School  “Senior Send-Off” celebration at 2:45pm 
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Graduation:  

With the announcement of the new COVID guidelines, we’re happy to 

announce that this year’s graduation ceremony will not require ticketing to get 

in, but rather seating will be on a “First Come, First Serve” basis.  

Graduation practice is Thursday, June 3rd at 10:30am on the football field.  

Graduation is Saturday, June 5th at 6:30pm.  

 

Testing:  

The Spring window for NWEA is open now until June 4th, so students in grades 9-11 have been testing in 

their classes.  

 

Athletics:  

On Thursday, May 13th, the Golf team took home the Southwest-10 Conference Champions title. 

Congratulations!  

Clubs: 

High School Student Senate 

 

 

 

Memorial Day Spirit Week – May 24-27th   

 

Monday – Pajama Day 

Tuesday – Throwback Tuesday (decades before)  

Wednesday – American Hero Day (Paying homage to doctors, nurses, police, fireman, soldiers)  

Thursday- Patriot Day (Red, White, and Blue / ‘Merica)  
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Classrooms:  

Algebra II 

Mrs. Pompey’s Algebra 2 classes are working on creating a mathematical review escape game for her 

Algebra 1 classes. The Alg. 2 students were given the 8 content concepts that they needed covered and 

incorporate in their creative activities/reviews. In these activites, the students would need to work to 

unlock and solve new activities in order to get to their next destination.  

Work in progress... 

 

 

In Mr. Westrate’s Algebra 2 course, students are:   

  - Working on graphing and manipulating quadratic equations 

  - Getting ready to work on a quadratic equation project with auto collisions 
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Art: 

Students in Mrs. Yakel’s Painting in Public Spaces class are all enjoying their project with the Kitchen 

Mural. Students first had to paint 3 coats of white paint on the walls to prep for their mural.   

This was a great project and learning experience for the older students who may be thinking of getting 

their own place next year.  They learned how to prep the edges of the walls with painter's tape and how to 

keep nice clean lines.   

 

After prep on the walls was finished, students used a template [they had created in class prior] to 

sketch out the design. 
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Once the tracing of the outlines was done, students went back and free handed the details with 

pencil onto the wall.  

 

Finally, students painted the color onto the wall!  It took everyone's help to get this done 

correctly.  

 



 

9 
 

 

 

Ceramics 

In Ceramics, students are glazing some of their completed projects as well as starting their new Mask 

project with Terra Cotta Clay. 

Below, a completed and glazed Phone Amplifier with a pinch pot. 
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A Terra Cotta Clay Mask in progress.. 

 

Students also completed a fun activity on Art and Poetry. Students participated in this exercise as a fun 

way to combine both art and literacy.  Students used old pages from books and circled random words 

from the pages to create their very own poem.  Students then blacked out or drew over the remaining 

words with a medium of their choice.   
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Advanced Art:  

In Advanced Art Class, students are completing their Puppet project.  Students made their puppets and 

then split into groups and collaborated to write and record short skits with their puppets. Some groups 

even created numerous props to enhance their skits.   

One group of students created an ESPN style desk for their sports themed skit.  

 

Students creating their backdrops.. 
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Check out a few of the amazing puppets that students created with their  retro tv stage. 

 

French 

In French 1, students are wrapping up their unit on La Famille/ Family by creating their family tree...in 

French! After the creation of their family tree is finished, the students will participate in a Q&A with their 

class. They will be asked a series of questions [in French] about their family tree, and they will need to 

appropriately respond in French.  
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Ms, Quinn created her family tree too! Check it out!   

 

In French 2, students are wrapping up their unit on L’avenir / The future. To practice the future tense, 

students are creating a vision board for their future.  

What will they be when they grow up?  

Where will they live?  

Who will they marry? Etc.  

Students will then participate in a Q&A with their class. They will be asked a series of questions about 

their vision board/ future in French, and they will need to appropriately respond in French.  
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Geometry  

In Mr. Westrate’s Geometry class, his students have just finished their “Transformation” work on 

rotations, translations, and reflections. Currently, his students are applying their knowledge to redesign an 

object of their choice, to show their “new product” design with rotations, translations, and reflections on 

TinkerCad.  

  

Health:  

In Mr. Purlee’s Health class, students were working on a project where they were fitness/nutrition 

consultants. Students were given an adult client and asked to assist them to create an exercise and 

nutrition plan. They had to design a 7-day nutrient dense menu that included 3 meals, 1-2 snacks and 

beverage options for each day. Students then had to construct a grocery list of items that they would need 

to complete their menu.  

In addition to the nutrient plan, students also had to devise a 5-day fitness plan for their clients, that 

included different exercise routines for each day.  The fitness plan needed to include a minimum of 5 

difference exercises and last for at least 30 minutes in duration.  

Below is one of Mr. Purlee’s student’s nutrient plans.  
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Humanities 10:  

In Humanities, 10, the focus for the final weeks is modern conflict.  Students have been introduced to a 

“road map” for this final project that includes checkpoints, benchmarks, due dates, warning signs, and 

even tiny cars for each group to literally move throughout the project lanes.   

(Below, two students “drove their cars” forward as they have completed a project benchmark.) 

 

The “Just War Project” that students are working on is based on the theories of what makes conflict 

“just”.   Incorporated into this project is research-based argumentative writing, as well as an oral debate 

presentation.   
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Political and Social Issues Through Music: 

Mrs. Westrate’s students are in the midst of creating a Broadway-style “Musical Theater Review” in 

which they must interact with, research, and ultimately present on historical and/or social themes of the 

musical. Additionally, students will need to decide on and include musical numbers/performances that 

best encompass the social/historical theme(s) of the storyline.  The students will be orally presenting their 

“professional reviews.”  We did a sample study of “Les Miserables” before students began working on 

their choices of musicals.  

 

RJ Drews, above, is watching a song from the allegorical musical “The Wizard of Oz” as a potential 

option for his project.   

Pre-Calculus 

Finishing strong! Mrs. Jackson’s Pre-Cal class, comprised of seniors, are working hard to finish their last 

final project. Mrs. Jackson is very proud of her students and has enjoyed taking them outside of the 

classroom to work on their projects.  
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Spanish II 

In Spanish II, students will be reading excerpts from Don Quijote de La Mancha, working on an 

Indigenous Tribe project, and continuing strengthening their Spanish conversational skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum/Grants/Assessments 

 

MiSTEM Playbook Pilot Grant 

 

We delivered a Pitch Presentation of our 3-P 

innovative school practices to MiSTEM Reviewers! 

This opportunity was to share our excitement and 

highlight elements that have made our school 

Project/Problem-based learning come to life. This 

presentation will allow us to receive a $10,000 grant and the opportunity to have our district showcased 

around Michigan. 

 

MiSTEM Presentation 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1C2bXkT2uA4vYKbfnoVK-gI5Bxcz3_AD-
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Summer Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Board Opportunity Scholarships! 

As you prepare for summer break, here are timely reminders about the College Board Opportunity 

Scholarships, the program that guides students through the college planning process and offers chances 

to earn $500 for each action they complete. When your students complete all six steps, they'll earn a 

chance at a $40,000 scholarship. Right here in Michigan, the class of 2021 earned $196,500 in 

Opportunity Scholarships. We also had two $40,000 winners recognized on Good Morning America. 

 

Please encourage your students to continue their 

journeys to college before the school year ends, to 

become eligible for scholarship opportunities. Currently 

in Michigan, only 5.3K (~4%) juniors have signed up for 

Opportunity Scholarships. When students sign up and 

then build a college list (6+ schools) on BigFuture, they 

https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tliijdht-ohkkjjlel-h/
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become eligible to earn $500 for any 2-or-4 year college.  When they complete the remaining steps of 

the program, they will earn a chance at $40,000 in their senior year, like our two winners this year. 

 

Action Steps for Juniors 

Encourage students to sign up for the program before the school year ends. Students must sign up and 

complete the Build Your College List step by June 30th in order to stay on track for the $40,000 

Complete Your Journey Scholarship, which requires students to complete all six steps by February of 

senior year. 

To be eligible, students should: 

1. Sign up for the College Board Opportunity Scholarships to access a step-by-step guide to 

planning for college. 

2. Complete the first task: Build Your College List. To ensure your students qualify, make sure they 

have at least six schools on their college list on BigFuture™. This scholarship step must be 

completed by the end of June to stay on track for a chance at the $40,000 Complete Your 

Journey Scholarship. 

*All actions can be completed using a mobile phone* 

The Michigan Learning Channel 

The Michigan Learning Channel has a variety of programming 

available for 6-12 grade students during the week of May 24. Learn 

more about each program below:  

● NOVA: Saving Notre Dame –  On Monday, May 24, 7:00 p.m., 

see how scientists and engineers are working to restore the 

Notre Dame Cathedral following the 2019 fire.  Classroom 

resources are available here. 

● Kingdoms of the Sky – Not all mountains are the same, nor 

are their ecosystems.  Three parts investigate mountains in the Andes, the Himalayas, and in the 

Rockies.  Learning resources are available here and here. Airing Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday at 9:00 p.m. 

● On Thursday at 10:00 p.m., learn why the telescope is considered a Breakthrough: The Ideas 

That Changed the World. Trace the history of the telescope from Galileo to Edwin Hubble. 

Resources are available here. 

 

 

 

 

https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=9b70343df49fea57e985d007584e91f24ca879cabd8bb506fa7ea224ef1a25b32386501a40aae4075872d0a0ffd20827b22058151c621eab
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/about/build?SFMC_cid=EM453229-&rid=232497567
https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tliijdht-ohkkjjlel-u/
https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tliijdht-ohkkjjlel-o/
https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tliijdht-ohkkjjlel-b/
https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tliijdht-ohkkjjlel-n/

